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1.  Summary 
 

In 2019 the agri-food sector was confirmed strategic for the Italian economy and ICQRF, with 
its daily action to protect Made in Italy, has significantly contributed to maintaining a high reputation 
for the quality of Italian products. 

As authoritatively pointed out by Minister Teresa Bellanova, in illustrating the MIPAAF 
program in Parliament, "We are among the first in the world in terms of quality and number of checks (...). 
Ensuring legality, fighting fraud, preventing agri-food and environmental crimes are fundamental prerequisites for the 
credibility of the sector and the safety of citizens. " 

The Report contains the detail of the activity carried out by the ICQRF against fraud, 
usurpations, Italian sounding phenomena and counterfeits to the detriment of Made in Italy quality 
and consumers, as well as in the fight against agri-food crime. 

The operating results for 2019 confirm the quality of the Italian control system and the 
positioning of the ICQRF among the main anti-fraud authorities in the food sector in the world. 
There were 55,539 anti-fraud checks, of which 41,462 inspections and 14,077 analytical. The 
operators inspected were 27,683 and the products inspected 51,289. 

The irregularities concerned 17.5% operators, 11.4% products while 10% samples analyzed 
were irregular. 

ICQRF was also the protagonist, in 2019, of the most relevant judicial police operations aimed 
at contrasting criminal behavior in the agri-food sector: 

¶ 395 reports of crime and 4,446 administrative penalties (+ 6%). Added to these are 

2,034 warnings issued to operators; 

¶ about 72 million  kg of goods seized for a value of seizures of over 301 million  euros; 

¶ 513 interventions outside national borders and on the web to protect the Made in Italy 

agri-food. 

The controls concerned food products for 88% and technical means for agriculture for the 
remaining 12% (feed, fertilizers, seeds, plant protection products). 

With reference to the individual agri-food sectors, 18,179 controls involved the wine sector, 
6,875 olive oil, 5,434 dairy, 4,117 fruit and vegetables, 3,542 vegetable preserves, 2,831 cereals and 
derivatives, 2,588 the meat sector, 1,180 honey , 596 eggs, 517 spirit drinks, 391 sugary substances 
and 2,767 other sectors. 

Inspections and anlytical controls on technical means in agriculture totaled 6,522. 

ICQRF is confirmed as a public authority that carries out the largest number of anti-fraud 
checks in the world on wine and olive oil. 

ICQRF is a sanctioning Authority for numerous violations in the agri-food sector, also 
notified by other control authorities. In particular, ICQRF is the competent authority to issue fines 
for administrative violations regarding: food labeling, productions with designation of origin and 
protected geographical indication (PDO and PGI), wine and wine products, productions from 
organic agriculture, Genetically Modified Organisms, seeds and plant propagation material, feed and 
feed materials. 

In 2019 ICQRF issued 1,828 orders for payment, for an amount of over 7.5 million  euros. 
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Italy, through ICQRF, remains in 2019 at the European summit of the protection of 
Geographical Indications intervening internationally and on the web for the protection of Made 
in Italy: as an ex officio Authority for PDO / PGI products and a Liaison Body in the EU for Italy 
in the wine sector, ICQRF activated 513 actions in 2019. 

In the last 4 years, ICQRF interventions to protect Italian products outside national borders 
and on the web have been 3.276, a result that no other European country can boast. 

On the web, in particular, thanks to the continuous collaboration with the three web 
marketplaces, Alibaba, Amazon and Ebay, ICQRF activated 340 actions in 2019 to protect Italian 
food and wine products, with 99% successes. 

As a Food Fraud Contact Point (FFCP) between Italy and the EU, ICQRF took 94 actions in 
2019, 76 of which were reported by other Member States and 18 by Italian initiative. 12 cases 
concerned fraud in the context of the OPSON VIII operation on organic products. 

ICQRF has also took part in INTERPOL  and EUROPOL  initiatives, contributing to the 
fight against fraud in the organic sector: an ICQRF investigation, the "Bad Juice" operation, has had 
considerable relevance in Europe thanks to the direct intervention of EUROJUST. 

The Twinning GE 16 ENI EC 03 18 "Establishing efficient protection and control System of 
Geographical Indications (GIs) in Georgia", which sees the ICQRF at the head of the project: 
together with colleagues from French INAO, the ICQRF is providing technical and practical 
assistance to Georgia to establish an efficient protection system for Geographical Indications in 
Georgia 

ICQRF carries out supervision in Italy over public and private control bodies (CBs) of 
regulated quality agri-food products (productions from organic agriculture, PDO, PGI and TSG 
agricultural and food products, wines with designation of origin and geographical indication, meats 
with optional labeling). In 2019 ICQRF supervised 50 CBs, of which, 13 in the field of PDO, PGI 
and TSG agricultural and food products, 19 in the field of PDO and PGI wines, 13 in the field of 
organic agriculture , 4 in the field of meat labeling and 1 in spirit drinks. 

ICQRF also plays an important role in the management of large agri-food databases: Italy 
remains the only country in the world to have electronic registers for the movement of wine and oil. 
The electronic registers, together with the Single Register of Inspections - RUCI, constitute valuable 
tools for the purposes of controls and place Italy at the forefront of risk management and dynamic 
knowledge of the markets. 

The electronic wine register, which entered into force on 1 January 2017, saw around 17 
thousand operators: it is estimated that they represent around 95% of Italian wine production. 
There are over 615 thousand registered wine vessels and over 20 million  oenological operations are 
registered annually. ICQRF makes public, on a fortnightly basis and on a provincial basis, the data of 
the Italian wine present in the oenological establishments: the Report "Cantina Italia", published on 
the MIPAAFT website, is a point of reference for operators in the sector to know the stocks of all 
types of wine present in Italy. 

The electronic register of olive oil allows a precise traceability of the supply chain at national 
level and allows to effectively counter fraud and irregularities. As for wine, ICQRF publishes the 
"Frantoio Italia" report every fifteen days on the MIPAAFT official website, which allows operators 
to know the stocks of all types of oil present, also divided by geographical origin. 

The Single Register of Inspection Controls "RUCI", in which the data of the "Supervision 
Database", the information base shared between ICQRF and other competent Authorities (Regions 
and autonomous Provinces), also automatically flows, allowed ICQRF to optimize the activity 
inspection avoiding the overlap of controls on agricultural enterprises. At December 31, 2019, the 
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results of over 765 thousand checks operated by ICQRF, Regions, Control Bodies and Carabinieri 
Weapons were available on RUCI. 

For several years, ICQRF has been promoting and signing specific collaboration agreements 
with public bodies and trade associations and manufacturers to "create a system" and improve the 
effectiveness of the action to combat fraud in the various agri-food sectors. The cooperation 
agreements with Assofertilizzanti, Assosementi, Sicasov, Crea AIB - BT, Unionbirrai and with the 
Risi National Body allowed the sharing of operational information and training initiatives for ICQRF 
staff with positive repercussions on fraud prevention and repression. 

The operating results obtained in 2019 confirm the efficiency, quality of work and passion with 
which ICQRF women and men constantly protect Italian agri-food production, as well as the work 
of million of Italian producers who, also in 2019, have able to make a contribution of growth and 
fundamental image for our country. 

The ICQRF 2019 Report is also available in English and Chinese on the Ministry 
website www.politicheagricole.it 

 

The Chief of ICQRF  
Stefano Vaccari 
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2.  Agri-food òMade in Italyó protection in the world and on the web 
Italy is leader in the field of agri-food products of exellence with 861 agri-food products 

recognized by EU1, as shown in the following graph. 

 
In Europe, ICQRF is tha Italian ex officio Enforcement Authority2 regarding the protection 

of PGIs and PDOs products and the Italian Liason Body3 in wine sector. ICQRF is the National 
Authority, which takes measures to stop any unlawful use in Europe of the Italian Protected 
denomitations of origin and protected geographical indications, in the Food and Wine sector. 

On the Web, worldwide, ICQRF acts to protect the Italian PDOõs and PGIõs quality products, 
by means of cooperation with the main e-commerce player in the world. For several years, indeed, 
ICQRF has been operating on Ebay, Alibaba and Amazon websites as Right Holder (owner) for 
protecting the ònameó of the Italian Geographical Indications.  Thanks to specific agreements for the 
protection of the agri-food and wine names, ICQRF speaks directly to the e-commerce players in 
order to stop, in few times, illegal listings concerning unlawful use of the Italian PDOõs and PGIõs 
names.  

 

ICQRF sent 3,276 reports abroad and on the web, including actions on the three main 
marketplaces in the world: Alibaba, Ebay and Amazon. In 2019, ICQRF tackled down 513 cases of 
misuses and evocations, of which: 254 products on sale on Ebay market place, 65 on Amazon, and 21 
on Alibaba. Moreover, the other 17 cases are related to food and 156 wine products on sale on the 
web, in public places, and at the grocery. 

The following graphs and tables show the cases in which the ICQRF took actions, and the 
countries or the web marketplaces involved.  

                                                 

 
1 Updates at 26st January 2019 ð Source: https://www.politicheagricole.it e https://www.qualivita.it   
2 In accordance with the art. 13, par. 3, Reg. EU No. 1151/2012 
3 In accordance with the art. 40, Reg. EU No. 2018/273 
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https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/309
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Total reports of the ICQRF on the web and abroad: 2015 - 2019 

Product 
Total reports 

(no.) 
of which, Web 
cooperation 

Wine 
sector 

ex 
officio 

Prosecco 989 293 696  

Parmigiano Reggiano 437 281  156 

Wine kit 283 33 250  

Prosciutto di Parma 184 52  132 

Amarone della Valpolicella 176 14 162  

Toscano (olio EVO) 139 104  35 

Aceto Balsamico di 
Modena 

103 50  53 

Sicilia (olio EVO) 78 78   

Asti 68  68  

Dauno (olio EVO) 52 52   

Pecorino Siciliano 52 52   

Pecorino Toscano 51 24  27 

Grana Padano 44 13  31 

Asiago 38 34  4 

Terra di Bari (olio EVO) 34 34   

Molise (olio EVO) 31 31   

Salamini Italiani alla 
Cacciatora 

27 24  3 

Salsiccia di Calabria 27 27   

Gorgonzola 25 21  4 

Campi Flegrei 21 21   

Montepulciano d'Abruzzo 21 7 14  

Capocollo di Calabria 20 20   

Nero d'Avola 20  20  

Pecorino Romano 18 15  3 

Pancetta di Calabria 17 17   

Barolo 16 1 15  

Arancia di Ribera 15 15   

Lenticchia di Altamura 15 15   

Chianti 14  14  

Limone Femminello del 
Gargano 

13 13   

Soppressata di Calabria 13 13   

Other products 235 153 45 37 

Total 3,276 1,507 1,284 485 
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Total reports on the web and abroad - 2019 

Product 
Total reports 

(no.) 
of which,Web 
cooperation 

Wine 
sector 

ex 
officio 

Prosecco 188 61 127  
Toscano (olio EVO) 81 81   
Parmigiano Reggiano 28 26  2 

Molise (olio EVO) 27 27   
Sicilia (olio EVO) 18 18   
Terra di Bari (olio EVO) 16 16   

Montepulciano d'Abruzzo 13 3 10  
Salamini Italiani alla 
Cacciatora 12 12   
Aceto Balsamico di 
Modena 12 5  7 

Capocollo di Calabria 10 10   
Pecorino Toscano 9 9   
Pecorino Siciliano 9 9   
Pancetta di Calabria 8 8   
Salsiccia di Calabria 7 7   
Soppressata di Calabria 6 6   
Chianti 5  5  
Arancia di Ribera 5 5   
Barolo 4 1 3  
Gorgonzola 4 4   
Arancia del Gargano 4 4   
Aglianico del Vulture 3 3   
Taleggio 3   3 

Prosciutto di Parma 3 1  2 

Pecorino Crotonese 3 3   
Other products 35 21 11 3 

Total 513 340 156 17 
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ICQRF ð listings removed on the online marketplaces ð per product in 2019 

 Product Total reports 
(no.) 

of which, 
Ebay 

 
Amazon 

 
Alibaba 

Toscano (olio EVO) 81 75 6  
Prosecco 61 13 47 1 

Molise (olio EVO) 27 27   

Parmigiano Reggiano 26 9 4 13 

Sicilia (olio EVO) 18 18   
Terra di Bari (olio EVO) 16 14 2  
Salamini Italiani alla Cacciatora 12 12   
Capocollo di Calabria 10 10   
Pecorino Toscano 9 8 1  
Pecorino Siciliano 9 9   
Pancetta di Calabria 8 8   

Salsiccia di Calabria 7 7   
Soppressata di Calabria 6 6   
Arancia di Ribera 5 5   
Aceto Balsamico di Modena 5   5 

Arancia del Gargano 4 4   
Gorgonzola 4 3  1 

Aglianico del Vulture 3 3   
Pecorino Crotonese 3 3   
Montepulciano d'Abruzzo 3 2  1 

Ciauscolo  2 2   
Collina di Brindisi (olio EVO)  2 2   
Cioccolato di Modica 2 2   
Cipolla Rossa di Tropea Calabria 2 2   
Wine kit 2  2  
Castel del Monte 2 2   
Limone Femminello del Gargano 2 2   
Farro della Garfagnana 1 1   
Pomodorino del Piennolo del 
Vesuvio 1  1  
Pecorino Romano 1  1  
Barolo 1 1   
Cipolla bianca di Margherita 1 1   

Colli Orientali del Friuli  1 1   

Caciocavallo Silano 1 1   

Delle Venezie 1  1  

Prosciutto di Parma 1 1   

Total 340 254 65 21 
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ICQRF ð Reports in 2019 as wine sector liaison body 

Product Reports 
(no.) 

Involved Countries 

Prosecco 127 
Germany, Austria, United Kingdom, Poland, 
Greece, Czech Republic, Australia, France, 
Bulgaria 

Montepulciano dõAbruzzo 10 Australia, North Macedonia 

Barolo 3 United Kingdom 

Chianti 5 United Kingdom, Sweden, Romania 

Toscana 2 United Kingdom 

Brunello di Montalcino 2 United Kingdom 

Trebbiano d'Abruzzo 2 United Kingdom 

Frascati 2 United Kingdom 

Amarone della Valpolicella 2 United Kingdom, France 

Delle Venezie 1 United Kingdom 

Total 156   
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ICQRF ð Reports in 2019 as òex officioó Authority 
Product Reports(no.) Involved Countries 

Aceto balsamico di Modena 7 Germany, Sweden, France 

Taleggio 3 France, Netherlands, Belgium 

Prosciutto di Parma 2 Netherlands 

Parmigiano Reggiano 2 Netherlands, Georgia 

Limone Costa d'Amalfi 1 United Kingdom 

Speck Alto Adige 1 Germany 

Fontina 1 Denmark 

Total 17  
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Evocation of Parmigiano Reggiano DOP at ANUGA exhibition in Cologne (Germany) 

Examples of GI protection in the world and on the web 

Evocation of Parmigiano Reggiano PDO sold in supermarkets in Tblisi (Georgia) 
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  Sparkling white wine on tap sold as Prosecco 

Sparkling white wine on tap sold on the web as Prosecco 
 

Generic red wine sold as Montepulciano 
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White vinegar sold on the web as Aceto balsamico di Modena 

Fake òParmigiano Reggiano PDOó marketed on the web 

Rice vinegar sold on the web as  balsamic vinegar of Modena 




















































































































