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Food Systems are therefore connected to all our goals. They are one of the
biggest problems, when they can be one of our biggest solutions.
Right now, many of the world’s food systems are failing –
for people, for environment, and for our shared future
• Hunger - 690 million people are hungry (more than 250 million
in Africa)
• FLFW - one-third of all food is either lost or wasted
• Malnutrition – now the number one factor contributing to the
global burden of disease and reduced life expectancy (more
than 70% of Africans cannot afford a healthy diet)
• Obesity – more than 2 billion people are overweight or obese
• Climate change – Food systems contribute up to 29% of all GHG
emissions
• Biodiversity loss - agriculture responsible for up to 80%
• Water use - agriculture accounts for up to 70%
• Deforestation – agriculture accounts for up to 80%
• Energy – agriculture account for more than 25%

We must look at these agendas as inter-connected rather
than trying to achieve any one of them alone.

Source: FAO
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The Food Systems Summit will serve as a turning point in the world’s journey
to achieve the SDGs.
With less than 10 years to go, we are not on track to achieve
many of the SDGs.

“Transforming food systems is crucial for delivering
all the Sustainable Development Goals.”
- António Guterres, UN Secretary-General, 2019

There is scientific consensus that transforming food systems
also offers one of the single strongest opportunities we
have to change course and realize the vision of the 2030
Agenda, and to support the Secretary-General’s call to “build
back better” from COVID-19.
The Summit will unleash bold new actions, innovative
solutions, and strategies to transform our food systems and
leverage these shifts to deliver progress across all of the
SDGs.
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The COVID-19 Pandemic only reinforces the importance of food systems
and the Food Systems Summit
• We share a deep concern for the human cost that the pandemic has already inflicted upon our world.
• This crisis demonstrates how much we depend on each other, for our health and economic systems, as well as for our
food systems, all the way from how we produce food to the supply chains that bring it to our homes. Indeed, as
highlighted in the Secretary-General’s recent Policy Brief, food systems directly employ over 1 billion people.
• The crisis has also highlighted many of our challenges and the fragility of our systems,
particularly for the most marginalized populations but also the interconnectedness of
global challenges. These problems can only be managed only through collective action that
builds resilient systems long before they become full-blown crises. They must be acted
upon not only as singular threats with emergency response, but as a series of shocks with a
long-term approach for improved food systems and more resilient societies.

“We must invest in the future, even as we work to urgently mitigate the impacts of the
present crisis.” - António Guterres, UN Secretary-General, 2020
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Our Focus is on Five Objectives to Advance with this Summit
1. Ensuring Access to Safe and Nutritious Food for All (enabling all people to be well nourished and healthy, progressive
realization of the right to food)
2. Shifting to Sustainable Consumption Patterns (promoting and creating demand for healthy and sustainable diets,
reducing waste)
3. Boosting Nature-Positive Production at Sufficient Scales (acting on climate change, reducing emissions and increasing
carbon capture, regenerating and protecting critical ecosystems and reducing food loss and energy usage, without
undermining health or nutritious diets)
4. Advancing Equitable Livelihoods and Value Distribution (raising incomes, distributing risk, expanding inclusion,
promoting full and productive employment and decent work for all)
5. Building Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stresses (ensuring the continued functionality of healthy and
sustainable food systems)
The Summit will also address cross-cutting issues such as finance, policy, innovation, indigenous knowledge, and the
empowerment of women, young people and marginalized groups.
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Summit Outcomes
It is envisioned that the Summit will result in at least the following outcomes:
• Dramatically elevated public discourse about the importance of food systems leading to the achievement of the
SDGs and what to do to get the public working for people and planet.
• Significant action, with measurable outcomes that enable achievement of the 2030 goals. This will include
highlighting existing solutions and celebrating leaders in food systems transformation, as well as calling for new
actions worldwide by different actors, including countries, cities, companies, civil society, citizens, and food
producers.
• A high-level summary and call to action developed through the process that will support Member States and other
stakeholders to leverage their food systems capacity to reach the SDGs. Distilled through all elements of the
preparatory process, these will summarize the optimistic and encouraging vision in which food systems play a
central role in delivering on the vision of the 2030 Agenda.
• A system of follow-up and review that will drive new actions and results, allow for sharing of experiences, lessons,
and knowledge, and incorporate new metrics for impact analysis.

5

The Summit must be both a “People’s Summit” and a “Solutions Summit”
The need is urgent, and our ambition is high.
Food systems touch all of society, and all stakeholders – every
government, organization, individual – need to do more. As a result,
this must not be ‘just another conference’, but a broad, global,
inclusive, all-of-society engagement process.
This is an agenda that must be owned by everyone, and so the
Summit will seek to get all ideas on the table and to ensure action
is owned and driven by different actors. It will awaken the world to
the fact that we all must work together to transform the way the
world produces, consumes and thinks about food.

Figure: Processes for deep collaboration
(not exhaustive)
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The Summit will also leverage connections with other processes
and respond to the “systems” approach. It will establish linkages
and ongoing connectivity between these inter-connected processes.
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Scientific Group Progress

The Scientific Group is in place to bring the foremost evidence and knowledge to the Summit. They are now well underway
with the framing and initiation of their work. . They have held 6 meetings so far with their most recent in March 2021.

1. The Science Group has posted 5 of the thematic
issue briefs on the Summit website and Digital
Platform to facilitate evidence-based preparations
2. They continue to support the work of the Action
Tracks and the Dialogues, providing scientific
rigour to the discussions
3. Outline of the work plan for the Scientific Group
2020/2021
•
•
•
•
•

Agenda Paper
Modeling agenda options
Thematic briefs on key issues
Five Action Track papers
Science Days (July 8 – 9)

4. Workshop on 21-22 April with Vatican Pontifical
Academy of Sciences

Potential Cross-Cutting Theme Papers
Preliminary examples:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Modelling food systems transformations
Bioeconomy
Food loss and waste reduction
Gender equity
Youth inclusion
Role of science and innovation for
sustainable food systems
Indigenous food systems
Urban food systems transformation
Agro-ecological approaches
Inclusive transformation of smallholder
farming
Nexus – food, energy, water, ecology
Blue economy
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Action Track Progress

TENTATIVE ACTION AREAS

• The Synthesis papers of all ATs present the result of ideas submitted between December and February, integrated across
Action Track teams (with the support of cross-cutting Levers of Change) and consolidated into 107 potential game-changing
propositions.
• These propositions currently fall under 15 action areas.
AT1: ACCESS TO
SAFE NUTRITIOUS
FOOD FOR ALL
PROMOTE FOOD
SECURITY
IMPROVE ACCESS TO
NUTRITIOUS FOODS

MAKING FOOD SAFE

AT2: SUSTAINABLE
CONSUMPTION

ENABLING, INSPIRING
AND MOTIVATING
PEOPLE TO ENJOY
HEALTHY AND
SUSTAINABLE OPTIONS

SLASHING FOOD LOSS &
WASTE

AT3: NATURE
POSITIVE
PRODUCTION

AT4: LIVELIHOODS
& EQUALITY

AT5: RESILIENCE
AT5: RESILIENCE
FOOD SYSTEMS
RESILIENCE

PROTECT NATURAL
ECOSYSTEMS

REBALANCING AGENCY
WITHIN FOOD SYSTEMS

MANAGE SUSTAINABLY
EXISTING FOOD
PRODUCTION SYSTEMS

ELIMINATING WORKER
EXPLOITATION AND ENSURING
DECENT WORK IN FOOD
SYSTEMS

UNIVERSAL FOOD ACCESS

RESTORE DEGRADED
ECOSYSTEMS

LOCALIZING FOOD
SYSTEMS

CLIMATE RESILIENT
DEVELOPMENT PATHWAYS TO
FOOD SYSTEM
TRANSFORMATION

GOVERNANCE and PLANNING

After consolidation with the support of the Scientific group and multiple stakeholder consultations, Action Areas could be the
starting point of coalitions of action which could help national governments & multi-stakeholders adopt, on a voluntary basis,
transformational pathways, associated policy and behavioral shifts towards more sustainable food systems.
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Food Systems Summit Dialogues Progress

REGIONAL
-

MEMBER STATE
-

-

As at Friday 16 April: 102 Member States have
formally confirmed that they will convene
national FSS Dialogues and nominate
Convenors
Individualized on-boarding calls with Convenors
66 National Dialogues have been convened so
far, many more planned
Synthesis report end of April

-

The FSSD Toolkit is available in all UN languages
and Portuguese, the Dialogue Gateway exists in
French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, English
Over 130 training and briefing sessions with
about 2500 participants
50 dedicated briefings with UNRCs and UNCTs

UN Regional Commissions held sessions
on the Food Systems Summit at
Regional Forums on Sustainable
Development
- AUDA/NEPAD engagement; Other
regional efforts expanding
GLOBAL
Four Dialogues Confirmed:
- 27 April – Water (UN Water)
- 4 May – Youth (UNICEF)
- 11 May – Nature/Planet/People (UNEP)
- 27 May – Oceans (FOA, Norway)
- 24 June – Cities (FAO)
-

INDEPENDENT
Champions Network leadership
New guide and outreach efforts
210+ independent dialogues announced
on the Gateway
First synthesis report mid-April
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Multi-actor Food Systems Champions
Champions mobilize their networks in support of the
Summit in order to contribute ideas for solutions to food
systems issues
• Currently with about c.100 champions from c.50 countries
(North and South)
• Thematic coverage spanning cities to consumption; faith to
finance
• 50% of Champions involved in Action Tracks with a
majority either involved in an Action Track’s leadership
and/or amplifying and raising awareness around Action
Track issues.
• Champions have organized Independent Dialogues, e.g. on
women, work and peace; on gender and food systems; on
agri-SME finance and Food Systems; on financing Food
Systems & Nutrition Transformation; Grassroots
Perspectives from Asia & Africa
• Monthly meetings designed to support different Summit
workstreams, e.g., February meeting focused on levers of
Change; March meetings focused on Action Tracks

Champions Network Leadership Group:
Chair: R. Richardson, Global Alliance for the Future of Food
9 Vice-chairs
• B. Prato, VC – Women, Smallholder and Agri-SME Finance and Investment
Network (SAFIN), Italy.
• C. Martínez Zuleta, VC – Research, Food and Land Use Economy, Colombia
• J. Vega Ortega, VC - Indigenous Peoples, Global Indigenous Youth Caucus,
Mexico
• MC Graf, VC – Youth, UNFCCC Youth Constituency (YOUNGO), Switzerland
• N. Ishii,VC- Finance, Center for Global Commons, the University of Tokyo,
Japan
• P. Newnham, VC – Consumption, SDG2 Advocacy Hub Secretariat and
Coordinator, Chefs’ Manifesto, Australia
• R. While, Vice-Chair, Private Sector, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Canadian Canola Growers Association, Canada
• V. Kumar, VC-Producers, Executive Vice Chairman,
Rythu Sadhikara Samstha (Farmers' Empowerment Corporation), Andra
Pradesh, India
• M Goita, VC-CSO, Executive Director of the Institute for Research and
Promotion of Alternatives in Development, Mali
Champions are leading Action Tracks
• AT 1 (L. Haddad, G. Bahigwa, J. Green)
• AT2 (G. Stordalen, A.V.Jakhar, L. Weidgenante)
• AT3 (J. Campari, L. Seru)
• AT5 (M. Nunn, S. Thilstad, MTY Mon)
• AT5 (S. Huq, S. Dixson-Declève, M. Khunga)
Champions are leading Levers of Change
• Gender (J. Njuki)
• Innovation (S. de Cleene)
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Digital Platform Progress
UNFSS COMMMUNITY PLATFORM

Food Systems Community
• New communities that have come
online
• Four Levers of Change communities:
Finance, Gender, Human Rights,
Innovation
• Youth
• Private sector

• Private workspaces for communities
•
•
•
•

Document sharing
Coordination and collaboration
Only available to approved members
Provides a private area for internal
communication

• Game changing propositions
Coming online for stakeholder engagement
Quantitative and qualitative survey features

• +2,500 members

• +100 new members being added on average
daily
• Dozens of new updates and content shared
each day

• Stability and speed improvements

• Migrated to virtual private server
• Enhanced security protocols
• Stability improvements for delivery across
platforms, devices
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The Food Systems Summit Moments
• Pre Summit Moment – July 2021
• 3-days consolidation and tone-setting moment to align on top
priorities and showcase bold and ambitious national, regional,
and global leadership in the final months to the Summit
• Countries have an opportunity to share progress from national
dialogue experiences and progress in shaping national food
systems transformation pathways to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

• Summit Moment – September 2021
• A 1-day celebration of the work of countries and all constituencies
• The UN Secretary-General will give a Statement of Action and
recommitment to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda through
food systems transformation
• Heads of State and Government are expected to speak to their
national food systems transformation pathways to achieve the
SDGs by 2030 and commitments to bring these pathways to life
• Multi-stakeholder Coalitions of Action launched and scaled up

Expected Outcomes
from the Summit Moments
1. A Secretary-General
Statement of Action capping
off thought-leadership from
the Summit process
2. Commitments to action
and finance from Member
States and Constituencies
3. New Multi-Stakeholder
Coalitions of Actions
4. Follow Up and Review
Mechanisms
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2021 Roadmap and Collaboration with the G20 and other Summits
Key events to leverage:
| Jan – Mar >
CFS

UNEA

| Apr – Jun >
WB
Mtngs

| Jul – Sep >
WEF

UN
OCEAN
S HLDs

PreSummit
Jul 19-21

Coordinated campaigns and
messages:
There are many institutions that will
mobilize and advocate around elements of
how food systems advance the SDGs in
2021, and there is significant value in
finding a unifying narrative and mechanism
for moving forward in a coordinated
campaign.

>

•
•
•
•
•

| Oct – Dec >
Summit
UNGA

COP15

G20

COP26

N4G

Food Systems
Food Security
Nutrition & Health
Nature & Climate
Social Justice
SDGs overall

*Not exhaustive, and indicative only. Will include other major UN moments like HLPF, Biodiversity
COP15, UNCCD COP
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