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Organicagricultureis basedon:

Principleof health

Organic Agriculture should sustain and enhancethe health of soil, plant, animal human and planet as one and

indivisible

Principleof ecology
OrganicAgricultureshouldbe basedon living ecologicalsystemsand cycles work with them, emulate them and help

sustainthem.

Principleof fairness
OrganicAgricultureshouldbuild on relationshipsthat ensurefairnesswith regardto the commonenvironmentand life

opportunities

Principleof care

OrganicAgricultureshouldbe managedn a precautionaryand responsiblemannerto protect the health andwell-being

of currentandfuture generationsandthe environment
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1. To work as much as possible within a closed system, and drawn upontiesalrces

2. To maintain the longerm fertility of soils

3. To avoid all forms of pollution that may result from agricultur@chniques

4 To produce foodstuffs of high nutritional quality and sufficieguiantity

5. To reduce the use of fossil energy in agricultural practices moi@mum

6. To give livestock conditions of life that conform to their physiological needs and to humanitgsrarciples
7. To make it possible for agricultural producers to earn a living through their work and develop their
potentialities as humarbeings

8. To use and develop appropriate technology based on an understanding of biol®yisems

9. To use decentralised systems for processing, distribution and marketingaduct

10. To create a system which is aesthetically pleasing to both those within and those outsidgytem

11. To maintain and preserve wildlife and their habitat.



Tenrulesfor organicfarming

The main criteria and technicalrules to follow for the realization of environmental -friendly
agro-ecosystemscan be summarised in the following ten rules, which represent the
referenceframework for the definition of the standards,adoptedfor ecologicalagriculture:

1)
2)
3)
4)
o)
6)
/)
8)
9)

to creatediversity within the farm;

to integrate plant productionwith livestockhusbandry

to adopt soil conservationmeasuresand minimum tillage practices
to adopt croprotations;

to adoptintercroppingand covercropping

to usegenotypesresistantto parasiticattacks

to treat the soilwith manureand compostedorganicmatter;

to practicegreenmanuring

to foster the biological control of weedgyhytofagousinsects andphytopathogens

10) to plant and protect hedges



Profile of a sustainable farming
system

oA solarplant, capableof convertingsolarenergyto biomassthroughout the year,

@ﬁn uA storm water catchmentareain which infiltration in enhancedover water run-off
755 andsoilerosion
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wAn area where atmospheric nitrogen fixation is enhancedby the frequent and

extensive use of legume crop rotation, intercropping, cover cropping and green
manuring

& WA mixed farm, which combinescrop growing and livestock farming so asto attain
the maximumintegration of grazingand residuecyclingandincreasedsoil fertility ;

Pf 0An integrated biological community in which biological control relies on diversity
C D

inside (crop rotation, intercropping, etc.) and outside (hedges,tree rows, et.) the
cultivated field.



