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A. Resilience to the COVID-19
pandemic



Disruptions due to COVID-19: Demand

Reported lower domestic demand

Fresh meat products 9
Fresh fish I 5
Processed potatoes IS 4
Dairy products; cheeses I 4
Cut flowers/plants IS 3
Perishable products (fruits and vegetables) N ?
Wine; other beverages I 3
Poultry; eggs I 2
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Disruptions due to COVID-19: Impacts of movement
restrictions

Reported effects of the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and related movement
restrictions on food and agriculture sector in G20 countries

Sudden liquidity shortage along the food value chain I 2
Lower incomes in rural areas I /
Others I 5
Increased unemployment I
Changes in the composition of diets/demand I
Risks related to availability of and access to agricultural inputs I 7
Food losses and waste I O
Logistics hurdles along the food value chain I 10
Reduced labor availability I | 0
Localized excess supply requiring alternative sales channels I 1/
Closure of HORECA channels I | 7
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Categories of policy responses

Sector-wide and institutional measures
Measures related to the functioning of the agricultural sector
Measures related to the functioning of the government

Information and coordination measures
Websites, campaigns, dissemination of information
Monitoring the agriculture market
Coordination with the private sector
International coordination

Measures relative to trade and product flows
Trade easing measures
Logistics and transport facilitation measures
Trade restricting measures
Re-channeling product flows
Facilitating internal market Integration
Labour measures

Measures to ensure the health of workers
Agricultural labour measures

Agriculture and food support measures
General financial support for the sector
Specific product support
Administrative and regulatory flexibility

General support applicable to agriculture and food

Overall economic measures
Social safety nets

Food assistance and consumer support
Food assistance



Effectiveness of Policy Responses

Identified most effective policies for increased resilience in the food and agricultural sector
Declaring agriculture an essential sector

Supporting agricultural workers and industry actors in the adoption of health and safety measures
Active dialogue between government officials and food value chain actors
Streamlining procedures

Financing digital and physical infrastructures

Increased use of digital technologies

Maintaining open markets/borders, and the movement of people, goods and raw materials
Establishment of green corridors

Dialogue with trade partners

Development of mobility rules for essential workers

Trade facilitation by increasing the use of e-certification

Refraining from imposing export restrictions

Income stabilization

Measures to explore alternative sales channels

Measures to increase the liquidity

Increased access to credit

Tax exemption

Increased coordination between government officials and food industry actors
Development of a system for receiving requests from the agricultural sector
Increasing food reserves

Expansion of safety nets, cash transfers, and social protection programmes

Crosscutting policies

Trade policies

Farmer income support
policies

Supply side

Demand side policies




Characteristics contributing to the resilience of the agri-
food sector during the COVID-19 pandemic

Number of respondents

[y
N

Well-established policy delivery mechanisms

[y
N

Dynamic farmer groups or cooperatives

[y
o

Well developed and vertically coordinated food value chains

[y
o

Export orientation

~

Extent of digitalization of supply chains

Effective extension services

~N

Diversification of farmers' sources of income

~

Decentralization of decision-making roles and responsibilities to
local/regional authorities

Ul

Ul

Others

I

Import orientation



B. Resilience to future risks



G20 respondents have adopted measures to improve
the sector’s resilience to future risks

9
8
27
()
26
8
§ 5
S 4
23
P
P
0
Market Permanent Income Increased ex Other ex-ante More targeted Others
observatories or mechanisms to stabilization post support for risk technical
early warning facilitate tool farmersand  management assistance
systems communication food companies  measures  focused on risk
with key sector management

stakeholders



G20 respondents identified priority actions to strengthen
the resilience of the sector to future shocks

Ranks of potential global actions strengthening resilience

Facilitate international
trade in times of crisis

Strengthen the One
Health approach

m Effective global early
warning systems

Promote digitalization of
M global value chains and
trade

Facilitate the movements
B of migrant agricultural
workers

B Others

Notes: Categories of response are ordered by average rank. “X” is the average rank, bars are the median ranks, boxes delimit the 15t and 3" quartile, and half bars are the minimum and maximum ranks.
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Ranks of potential national actions to strengthen resilience

Improving supply chain
@ functioning by
streamlining procedures

Financing digital and
physical infrastructures

Increasing producer’s
M tools necessary to build
on-farm resilience

Improving preventative
M actions to mitigate the
impacts of systemic risks

B Improving regulations

B Others
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G20 respondents also consider engaging into several
international cooperation mechanisms

Number of respondents

International collaboration to share good practices for disaster risk
management frameworks

Improved information flows

Early warning and other preparedness activities

Research collaboration on risk and responses to risk

Improved international governance mechanisms to respond to risks

Coordination of efforts to monitor and prevent risk propagation

International networks for collaboration among stakeholders in agro-
food DRM

Others

11



Conclusion



Concluding remarks

* The impacts of the COVID-19 on the food and agriculture sector were largely limited,
thanks to a wide range of government measures facilitating the continued functioning
of markets and providing relief to affected agents.

* The effectiveness of these measures varied by context, some measures were seen as
instrumental to the resilience of the agriculture and food sector. Existing policy
delivery mechanisms, dynamic farm groups, supply chain and trade openness helped
limit the crisis” impacts.

* G20 respondents are already contemplating ways to bolster the resilience of the
agriculture and food sector to future risks. Some measures have already been
undertaken such as setting up market monitoring mechanisms or institutional links
with stakeholders.

e Other actions were identified for further progress at the global and national levels,
particularly regarding supply chains, trade and risk mitigation, or international sharing
of information, best practices and tools.



3 OECD \W// Food and Agriculture Organization
. of the United Nations

Thank you

214 G20 Agriculture Deputies Meeting
13-14 July 2021



