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Coordination of European Research within ICT and 


Robotics in Agriculture and related Environmental issues


“ICT-AGRI – bando di ricerca 


transnazionale”


Alberto Masci







• Mappatura dei programmi esistenti
• WP2 - Mapping and Analysis of Existing Research and Future Needs


• WP Leader: Belgium (EV-ILVO), WP Deputy, Malta (MCST)


• Identificazione della domanda di ricerca
• WP3 - Developing Instruments and Procedures for Transnational Funding 


Activities


• WP Leader: Israel (MARD), Greece (GRNET)


• Finanziamento Pilot call







• Ghent meeting marzo 2009: 


individuazione degli argomenti prioritari 


(research topics)


• Malta GB novembre 2009: ratifica delle 


priorità







Topics (1)


• Arable farming: environmental protection, 


food safety and quality, sustainable bio-


energy production, CO2 emissions, labour 


demands, chemicals reduction


• Livestock farming: emissions of gas, 


dust and germs, environmental protection, 


animal welfare, disease monitoring, 


epidemics control, food safety and quality, 


labour demands







Topics (2)


• Water and soil management: irrigation 


optimisation, water saving, soil fertility 


maintenance, optimal fertilisation, 


environmental protection, drinking water 


protection, labour demands


• Greenhouses: energy use, CO2 


emissions, labour demands, pesticide 


reduction







Topics (3)


• Orchards: irrigation and fertilisation 


optimisation, labour demands, food safety 


and quality


• Post harvest: transport, storage, quality 


control, sorting, packing 







Projects may be in one of two categories:


• A broad approach by combining existing or 


new software and hardware products to 


demonstrate a system meeting important 


challenges within a specific application 


area;


• A narrow approach by focusing on specific 


elements of vital importance for the 


functioning of integrated systems.







The call involves a 2-steps procedure with a pre-proposal 


selection of applications followed by a review of full 


proposals. Project proposals must meet the following 


requirements: 


• Project consortia must involve partners from at least three 


countries/regions participating in this call. 


• Project partners from non-participating countries are eligible, 


but is to fund their involvement themselves. 


• Industry may participate in project consortia and may receive 


funding depending on national regulations of their country. 


Proposals supported (financially or in kind) by industry are 


encouraged. 


• Projects should be of a duration between 12-24 months. 


• Project partners and projects must comply with na-


tional/regional/institutional regulations for funding 


programmes. 















Meccanismo di finanziamento del bando sarà 


“Virtual Pot”
Ogni Paese sostiene le spese per il coinvolgimento delle proprie istituzioni di 


ricerca, nei progetti risultati eleggibili. Non c„è flusso transnazionale di denaro.


Vantaggio:


“juste retour“


Svantaggi: 


sforzo amministrativo;


Problemi se un Paese 


non può finanziare i 


propri partecipanti.


BA


C







Paesi finanziatori


Total amount € 3.130.000,00







National contact points







Grazie per l‟attenzione








Il ruolo del Ministero


in ICT-AGRI ERA-Net action


Roma, 12 aprile 2010


Mipaaf







On 1 May 2009 a new ERA-NET  ICT-AGRI 
was initiated and will be running for 51 
months. ICT-AGRI is the acronym for 
“Coordination of European Research 
within ICT and Robotics in Agriculture 
and Related Environmental Issues”. 


The Project Consortium is comprised by 
18 partners and 12 observer 
organisations, covering 20 countries.


Azioni ERANET Mipaaf
The overall goal of  ICT-AGRI is:


- to strengthen the European Research 
Area,  


- develop a common European research 
agenda concerning research on the 
application of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) and 
Robotics in Agriculture and related 
Environmental Issues.


- follow up with calls based on funds from 
the participating countries’ national 
research programmes. 


-The first call will be launched on 15 April 
2010. 


- to pool fragmented human and financial 
resources, in order to improve both the 
efficiency and the effectiveness of 
Europe’s research efforts. 


http://ict-agri.net.dynamicweb.dk







WP 5


WP Leader: Ministry of agricultural food and forestry 
policies -Mipaaf- Italy


WP Deputy leader: Latvian Academy of Science - LAS 
- Latvia


Establishing and maintaining a 


framework for long term network 


and collaboration







WP 5Objectives


• Favorire attività di ricerca transnazionali e sviluppare dei  network  di 


lunga durata


• Assicurare il collegamento  tra  differenti aree di ricerca (che ruotano 


attorno alle ICT) di interesse per gli  stakeholders  rilevanti al fine di 


identificare progetti di ricerca  comuni 


• Rafforzare la cooperazione tra attori e network  mondiali, Ue, 


nazionali, locali maggiormente collegati alle ICT attraverso una fitta 


collaborazione e un forte scambio di informazioni 







WP 5Tasks


Tutto ciò va realizzato attraverso specifici step che  rappresentano le 


principali attività del WP:


Task 5.1 Definizione di un approccio metodologico in grado di raccogliere 


tutte le informazoni necessarie  a mantenere vivo il network anche dopo 


la conclusione della era.net (Months 1-10:  questionnaire; survey on 


stakeholders; WP2)


Task 5.2 Raccolta e analisi delle informazioni (Months 10-20: results of 


questionnaire; common database on the project website; report on best 


practises)


Task 5.3 Identificazione delle aree di cooperazione tra le diverse 


discipline (Months 18-51: conference with sh and fb; action plan for 


long-term network, cooperation and foresight) 







WP 5Actions


Come fare:


- Prendere contatto e informare costantemente gli stakeholders su 


ICT-AGRI (e ricevere da loro input per indirizzare, nel modo più 


efficiente, l’azione del Mipaaf;


- Organizzare un workshop con gli  stakeholders (Universities, 


Research Insitutions, TPs mirror groups) coinvolgendo il panel di 


esperti;


- Disseminare le informazioni al fine di favorire la mappatura dell’ 


“esistente”;


- Rafforzare la collaborazione con paesi extra-Ue (Canada, altri?).







La partecipazione  sempre più attiva dell’ufficio ricerca del Ministero 


alle azioni dei PQ rappresenta il modo più concreto che il sistema 


paese ha a disposizione per:


1. Incidere sulla politica Ue della ricerca e, a cascata, dello sviluppo 


rurale


2. Incidere sulla distribuzione dei fondi dedicati


3. Sensibilizzare l’Ue rispetto alle tematiche di reale interesse per 


l’Italia, date le sue specificità


4. Essere un punto di riferimento per tutti i soggetti pubblici e privati 


nel confronto col le istituzioni a livello internazionale


RUOLO DEL MINISTERO NELLA RICERCA UE







RUOLO DEL MINISTERO ATTRAVERSO ICT


1. Realizzare gli obiettivi condivisi con gli altri partner, nei tempi 


decisi


2. Creare un forte collegamento tra tutti i soggetti potenzialmente 


interessati (pubblici e privati) alle ICT in agricoltura


3. Attuare una strategia che consenta di mantenere attive le relazioni 


tra gli stakeholders, in un’ottica di mutuo scambio di informazioni 


e conoscenze a vantaggio della collettività;


4. Definire, con gli altri partner, bandi transnazionali e finanziarli;


5. Essere un collegamento con l’Europa, al fine di dare a soggetti 


nazionali gli input necessari per partecipare alle calls e sostenere 


una ricerca coordinata a livello internazionale,  a vantaggio di 


tutti. 








ONE objective


Develop and strenghten the coordination
of public research programmes


carried out at national or regional level


Who can participate ?


Eligible partners are only :


 Research programme owners working at national level (typically 
national/regional ministries)


 Research programme managers which implement research 
programmes under the supervision of the programmes owners 
(typically research councils, funding agencies, national organisations)


The ERANET scheme







Activities to be supported within an 
ERANET


a step by step approach


Systematic exchange of information  
and  good practices on existing 


programmes


Definition and preparation of strategic 
activities


Implementation of joint activities 
between national/regional 


programmes


Funding of joint transnational 
research actions


Mapping


Benchmarking 


Clustering


Joint call







WP1: Exchange of information between programmes owners & 
managers, develop reciprocal knowledge, promote trust-
building


Work package structure:


WP2: Analyse the information gathered and identify the type and 
areas of cooperation, define strategic activities 


WP3: Implement joint activities:


Use of multinational evaluation procedures


Develop joint training activities schemes


Develop schemes for mutual opening of facilities or 
laboratories


WP4: Funding and implementing joint transnational research actions


Set up a common strategy and develop a joint work programme


Common joint calls for proposals and transnational/national funding of 
research activities


Transnational evaluation and common plan for dissemination of results


Long-term, sustainable coordination network and external linkages to  other 
disciplines  


WP5: Project coordination, management, communication and 
dissemination







ERANET Actions: Mipaaf partnership


CORE ORGANIC: organic farming www.coreorganic.org


CORE Organic II  starts on March 2010


EUPHRESCO: plant health www.euphresco.org


EMIDA: animal health www.emida-era.net


ARIMNet: Mediterranean agriculture www.arimnet.net


WoodWisdom-Net2: forest based materials www.woodwisdom.net


ICT-AGRI: ICT & Robotics in agriculture https://ict-agri.net.dynamicweb.dk


RURAGRI (rural development)  started on June 2009 







AZIONI ERANET Mipaaf


The first Core Organic started in October 2004 and closed in 
September 2007; it has been a transnational partnership of 11 
countries which aimed to enhance the quality, relevance and 
utilisation of resources of the European research in organic food 
and farming through coordination and collaboration.


As a result of the cooperation in the CORE Organic a pilot call was 
launched in late 2006 financing 8  transnational research projects
,5 of which with italian research units participating in.


•Agronomical and Technological methods to improve organic 
wheat quality


•Public Organic food procurement for youth 


•Innovative QACCP Quality analysis of critical control points within 
the whole food chain and their impact on food quality, safety and 
health


•Farmer Consumer Partnerships


•Prevention of selected diseases and parasites in organic pig herds 
- by means of a HACCP based management and surveillance 
programme


At the end of the first CORE the 11 partners formed a network, 
in order to continue the cooperation on OFF research, which has 
now been enlarged  to 26 partner from 22 countries  and whose 
new ERANET proposal has been approved starting on March 
2010. By the end of  2010 a new call  will be launched.


partners in the first CORE Organic; 
new partners


www.coreorganic.org, www.orgprints.org   







Azioni ERANET Mipaaf


EUPHRESCO (EUropean PHytosanitary RESearch 
COordination) launched in May 2006 has been running 


for almost three years. 


Partners:
It is a partnership of 24 leading organisations involved in 
funding phytosanitary research in 17 European countries 
and has input from an Expert Advisory Group that 
includes EPPO, EFSA and the European Commission’s DG 
SANCO.


Its goal is to better coordinate national plant health 
research programmes in Europe to better support 
phytosanitary policy and operations, as well as building 
European phytosanitary science capability (mandate from 
the EU Council Working Party of Chief Officers of Plant 
Health Services -COPHS to advise on plant health 
priorities for the EU-funded FP7 programme).


11 trans-national pilot research projects through a 
variety of different funding approaches:


5 research topics via a virtual common pot funding 
mechanism (1 step procedure)


4 topics via a non-competitive funding mechanism 
(diagnostic method validations including ring tests  and 
EPPO diagnostic protocols


2 research topics via a real common pot funding


Intervention and management strategies, especially in 
relation to difficulties to eradicate or control 
regulated/quarantine pests, were identified as a high 
priority area for EU-funded research (supported by  
COPHS) 


www.euphresco.org



http://www.euphresco.org/public/partners/





Azioni ERANET Mipaaf


Focus of the project:  emerging and major 
infectious diseases of production animals, including 
fish and bees and including those conditions which 
pose a threat to human health but excluding food 
safety issues relating to livestock products and 
diseases of wildlife, except where they act as a 
reservoir of infection for humans and animals. 


in September 2009 a call has been launched on 4 
topics (vectorborne diseases; zoonoses & 
antimicrobial resistance; infectious diseases 
affecting production; acquaculture), with a total 
budget of 20 Million Euro.


The call involves a two-step procedure, the project 
duration is maximum 36 months (expected project 
start November 2010);


The four topics will be funded by both the Italian  
partners (2 topics  by the Ministry of Health and 2 
by MIPAAF)


Coordination of European research in the area of 
animal health, including emerging threats, 
infectious diseases and surveillance (May 2008 –
August 2012).


28 partners in 19 countries and 4 associated partners


www.emida-era.net



http://www.emida-era.net/index.php?page=home&

http://www.emida-era.net/index.php?page=home&

http://www.emida-era.net/index.php?page=home&





Azioni ERANET Mipaaf


ARIMNet (oct.2008 – sept.2012) has the 
strategic objective to reinforce the scientific 
cooperation between countries of the 
Mediterranean area, including EU and non-
EU member states, to maximise its support 
to sustainable development, notably, 
management of natural resources and 
mitigation of threats resulting from global 
change.


The concept of ARIMNet is to foster the
coordination of the network participants’
programmes trough a need-driven approach
based on four steps each one contributing on its
own to the reinforcement of the cooperation,
and providing the basis for the design of the next
stages:


•Information exchange and mapping to improve
mutual acquaintance and share of best practices
(country reports spring 2010)


•Strategic orientation of research programmes to
eliminate overlapping and open novel issues
(stakeholders conference, Valencia October 2010)


•Joint activities to consolidate and harmonise
partnership outline common vision and agenda


•Calls for proposals to expand the structuring
impact of the network (2011).


www.arimnet.net







Azioni ERANET Mipaaf


The first ERA-NET on wood material science 
and engineering, WoodWisdom-Net started 
in 2004 with 12 partners from 5 countries 
and was later in 2006 expanded with 6 new 
partners (3 countries). 


Main result: the 1st Joint Transnational Call 
on WoodWisdom-Net Research Programme 
(2006-11) with 17 projects of a total volume 
of over 20 M€ was launched.


www.woodwisdom.net


WoodWisdom-Net 2 (March 2009-Feb. 2012): 
"Networking and Integration of National 
Programmes in the Area of Wood Material 
Science and Engineering in the Forest-Based 
Value Chains“ 19 partners from 12 countries.


Scope:  extend the coordination and integration 
of  a common European research and funding 
platform within wood material science and 
engineering and set the basis for a long-lasting 
cooperation in the field.


Main goals: launching 2 new Calls under the WW-
Net Research Programme;


2nd Call (nov. 2009) of applied research and 
industrial development with a focus on wood and 
fibre based products; 


3rd Call (2010) promoting consortia combining 
basic and applied research, broad scope,  new 
and innovative productions in forest-based value 
chains,  promoting participation of researchers 
outside EU.







On 1 May 2009 a new ERA-NET  ICT-AGRI was 
initiated and will be running for 51 months. 
ICT-AGRI is the acronym for “Coordination of 
European Research within ICT and Robotics in 
Agriculture and Related Environmental 
Issues”. 


The Project Consortium is comprised by 18 
partners and 12 observer organisations, 
covering 20 countries.


Azioni ERANET Mipaaf


The overall goal of  ICT-AGRI is:


- to strengthen the European Research Area,  


- develop a common European research agenda 
concerning research on the application of 
Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) and Robotics in Agriculture and related 
Environmental Issues.


- follow up with calls based on funds from the 
participating countries’ national research 
programmes. 


-The first call will be launched on 15 April 2010. 


- to pool fragmented human and financial 
resources, in order to improve both the 
efficiency and the effectiveness of Europe’s 
research efforts. 


http://ict-agri.net.dynamicweb.dk







Azioni ERANET Mipaaf 


Objectives:
The ERA-Net, RURAGRI, will bring together research funding bodies in the field of agriculture and 
sustainable enviroment management in a rural development context. 


The implementation of joint activities in this field of research will improve policy making, both at EU, 
national and regional levels, establishing  new relationships between rural areas and agriculture in Europe. 
The project relies on the following features: 
- Strengthening the coordination between existing research programs dealing with the new relationships 
between rural areas and agriculture in Europe and the challenge to improve contributions to sustainable 
development 
- Implementing joint research activities, enhancing the progress of knowledge and technology. 
- Developing a lasting focused network of national research funding organisms in Member and Associated 
countries of EU that will work towards a common research agenda and mutual research funding to address 
the common European challenges with regard to this issue. 


Partnerships:


Research funding bodies from 19 European Member States and Associated Countries: 


4 countries from Northern Europe, 6 countries from Central and Eastern European countries, 4 countries 
from Western Europe and 5 Mediterranean countries. 


Partners involved represent main geographical, cultural and economic diversity in Europe. 







Lo schema ERANET


Contacts
• NETWATCH Information System


Wolfgang Wittke


European Commission,


DG Research – Unit B1


wolfgang.wittke@ec.europa.eu


• ERA-NET Learning Platform


Jörg Niehoff


European Commission,  


DG Research – Unit B1


joerg.niehoff@ec.europa.eu


Coordination of Research Activities


www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/


ERA-NET under FP7


www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/erane
t_en


ERA-NET under FP6


www.cordis.europa.eu/coordination


ERA-NET Learning Platform


www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/era_lp_en


NETWATCH Information System


www.ec.europa.eu/netwatch


ERAWATCH


www.cordis.europa.eu/erawatch/



mailto:wolfgang.wittke@ec.europa.eu

mailto:joerg.niehoff@ec.europa.eu

http://www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/

http://www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/coordination/eranet_en
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